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May 2, 2016 

Dear Marvin Ridge Middle School Parents and Guardians,  

 At Marvin Ridge Middle School, we operate by and often refer to a mantra which proclaims that we are 

developing each student through C-A-R-E (Collaboration-Achievement-Respect-Excellence). I write today with a 

specific focus on the Respect element and a request for action on your part.  

I have had the good fortune of serving as a school principal in the Marvin Ridge cluster of schools for seven 

years. This experience has led me to the firmly held belief that our community is home to some of the most amazing 

kids and families anywhere! On a daily basis, I witness our students showing respect for themselves, their peers, their 

teachers, and their school building. This makes me extremely proud, and I do not tell a lie when I tell you that I sing the 

praises of our Marvin Ridge students whenever I have the opportunity.  

Although respect is a hallmark of Marvin Ridge Middle School, our school is certainly not a perfect place. I 

dare say that no school fits that description. In spite of the aforementioned respect that I witness every day, I am also 

aware of situations in which a complete lack of respect has been exhibited by small numbers of our students. In 

February of this year, I led grade level student assemblies with all of our students to address this topic, particularly as it 

relates to comments and actions directed toward individuals based on religion, ethnicity, and skin color. I implored our 

students to think critically about the power of their words and actions and the destructive potential that they have when 

used in hateful ways or in ways that may be thought of as funny by one person but devastating to another. These 

concepts are particularly relevant to our middle school students as they learn about historical events such as the 

Holocaust and the Civil Rights movement in our country.    

I hope that the student assemblies had a positive impact upon our students and school culture just as I hope that 

our morning words of wisdom on the treatment of others has a positive impact. Our teachers and support staff members 

also strive on a daily basis to instill in our students high ideals of how others are to be treated. However, the most 

powerful voice that a student can hear on these topics is typically that of a parent or guardian. It is essential that our kids 
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are hearing these messages from the voice of parents as 

well as school if we wish for the ideas to truly be meaningful and relevant to them. To that end, I urge you to have 

proactive conversations with your child about these topics. Talk with your child about uncomfortable topics which, 

whether we like it or not, are a part of the lived reality for our adolescents. Specifically, I’m referring to topics such as 

the “n”-word and stereotyping others who are Jewish. Unfortunately, these topics have come up among students at 

Marvin Ridge Middle School during my tenure as principal. The number of incidents related to these two particular 

topics which have occurred over the last three years is small, but I hope that you would agree with me that even one 

such incident is too many. The bottom line is that you need to personally equip your child to respond appropriately and 

honorably if he or she finds himself or herself on the wrong end of one of these comments, tempted to make one of 

these comments, or being a witness to one of these comments. Unless we specifically teach our children the destructive 

and hateful power of such comments, then we leave them to figuring it out on their own. 

As always, I thank you for your collaboration and dedication to the success of your child and our school. I 

encourage you to contact me if you have any questions or if you would ever like to further discuss these topics which 

are so important to the development of our children.    

 

Sincerely,  

Jay Jones 

Dr. Jay Jones, Principal 

Marvin Ridge Middle School  
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